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The United States Telephone Association (USTA) respectfully submits its comments in

the above referenced proceeding. USTA is the principal trade association of the exchange carrier

industry. Its members provide over 98 percent of the exchange carrier-provided access lines in

the United States.

The Commission has taken commendable steps to further the goal of competition in the

provision of cable home wiring. USTA supports the Commission's decision to reduce from 30

days to 7 days the prescribed time period within which a cable operator may remove cable home

wiring. This will provide the operator with a reasonable opportunity to remove the wire. More

important, it eliminates the unreasonable delay that customers have been forced to endure either

to install new wiring or to use the abandoned wiring.

USTA also agrees that the four-step process by which consumers can obtain infonnation

related to purchasing their home wiring upon tennination and using the wiring to connect to an

alternative provider is an easy and cost-effective procedure that will meet the needs of the
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consumers and the service providers alike.

LOOP-THROUGH WIRING

USTA continues to assert that future loop-through installations should be prohibited

because they disadvantage the cable subscriber in a number of ways. First, consumers on a loop­

through system are denied the opportunity to choose an alternative supplier. Second, since these

consumers cannot purchase the wiring, they are prevented from reconfiguring the wiring within

their dwellings to suit their needs (interior design, change in usage of a room). Third, if a service

problem developed or if a cable were accidentally cut or disabled, multiple subscribers are

affected. The inherent limitations of loop-through systems make them inappropriate for a truly

competitive environment in which the unique requirements of cable consumers should be served.

USTA recommends that a building owner be permitted the opportunity to purchase the wiring

and common equipment in loop-through installations only if individual tenants are also permitted

to install or to have installed any additional wiring and exercise their independent rights to

terminate service and interconnect with another provider.
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The ultimate goal should be for each customer to have the freedom to make her/his own

choice. Rules that permit replacing one entity with the power to make decisions for all

individuals with another entity possessing the same power is not supportable in the current

competitive environment.

Respectfully submitted,

Its Attorneys:

Paul Hart
Vice President, Technical Disciplines

Kathy Woods
Director, Legal and Regulatory Affairs

March 18, 1996
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